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AN ACCOUNT OF THE BRISTOL EDUCA- 


TION SOCIETY, FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
JUNE, 1801. | 


HE principal defign of this Society, as far as it 
may pleafe God to fucceed the Inftitution, is to fup- 
ply deftitute Congregations with a fucceflion of able and evans 
gelical Minifters. 

With this view, it is propofed to affift pious young men of 
promifing abilities for the Miniftry, in fuch a courfe of ptepara- 
tory ftudies, as may enable them, with the divine bleffing, to ex- 
ercife their minifterial talents with the greater acceptance and 
ufefulnefs. 

To guard, as much as poffible, againft an unconverted Minif- 
try, which whether learned or unlearned, is the bane of religion, 
the Society receive no ftudents but fuch as are members of 
churches, and recommended as perfons of promifing abilities for 
the Miniftry. 

Nor does the fociety confine itfelf entirely to the bufinefs of 
education, but as far as its prefent finances admit of it, extends 
its patronage to evangelical and popular minifters as miflionaries 
and itinerant preachers, in fume of thofe many places where 
there is an opening for the gofpel, but not an ability to fupport 
the neceflary expenfe attending it, without confiderable affift- 
ance. : 

An inftitution this, fo manifeftly adapted to anfwer the moft 
valuable and important purpofes, that it feems almoft impoffible 
for any; but the enemies of religion, and fuch as have imbibed 
unreafonable prejudices againift learning not to approve ‘of it, 
and heartily unite in countenancing and dupperting it. 

Vol. UI. 4 Hitherto 





















° An account of the 


Hitherto it has been remarkably favoured with the {miles of 
Divine Providence. The Inftitution was firft fet on foot in the 
year 1770, in aid of the Baptift Academy in Briftol, which was 
founded by that moft excellent man, Mr. Edward Terril, more 
than a century ago, on a fmall fcale, and which was conduéted 
for many years with confiderable fuccefs, by the late learned and 
truly reverend and pious Mr. Fofkett. And in the fhort period 
which has elapfed fince the firft conftitution of this fociety, it has 
been enabled to realize a capital in the public funds of three thou- 
fand five hundred pounds, producing an annual income of one 
hundred and forty pounds ; and a liberal fubfcription of about 
two hundred pounds per annum, exclufive of the truly noble be- 
quefts of the late Rev. Dr. Gifford, and Dr. Llewelyn, which 
have been more particularly noticed in our former annual ac- 
counts, and by which, though dead, they ftill live in the grateful 
remembrance of the furviving friends of religion and learning. 

But notwithftanding the prefent flourifhing ftate of this fociety, 
and the uncommon patronage with which it has been favoured, 
it fhould not be imagined it ftands in no further need of encour- 
agement. Several valuable and generous members have lately 
been removed by death ; but we hope other friends to the caufe 
of God, are rifing up in their ftead, who will account it their 
honour to lend us their afliftance, in our attempts to promote 
the kingdom of our Lord. They fhall profper, who love Zion ; 
they fhall be accounted the friends of God, who prefer. his 
church to their chief joy. In the bufinefs of education, as well 
as in the very important article of encouraging the propagation 
of the gofpel, patronizing decayed churches, and planting new 
ones ; there is ftill ample and delightful fcope for the employ- 
ment of an income vaftly fuperior to any fum this fociety can 
entertain an idea of ever poffefling. 

Every fubfcriber of one guinea to the capital, ont one guinea 
annually, is confidered as a member of this fociety, has a voice 
in all its deliberations, and liberty to infpeét the accounts, which 
are audited by a committee appointed for that purpofe, and at 
the annual mecting. 





. Annual meeting of the Bristol Education Society, Broad- 


mead Meetinz, August, 1801. 


The Rev. Mr. Cooper, of T) owbridge, preached from oa 
13th chapter, 17th verfe, “They watch for your fouls as they 
that muit give account.’ 

Adjourned to the veltry. 

. Present.—Rev. Dr. Ryland, Prefident, Rev. John Coopers 
Rev. Job David, Rev. Thomas Symonds, Rev. Thomas Flints 
W.A. Ballard, Efg. J. Tomgins, Efq.. Mr..So]. Leonard, Mr. 
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james Rees, Mr, Thomas Ransford, Mr: E. Phillips; Mre John 
Daniel, Mr. Jofeph Cottle, Mr. Tho’s. Pafco, Mr.Tho’s. Burchell, 
Mr. Jos. Dear. ; 

Rev. Dr. Ryland, in the Chain. | - 

The thanks of the fociety wereunanimouily voted to the Rev, 
Mr. Cooper, for his excellent fermon. 

The Prefident reported—That fix ftadents were fupported 
laft year by the Education Society, viz. Meflrs. William' Gray, 
W, Rowe, &. Saunders, Fofeph Tyfo, Fobn Chamberlain, and Thomas 
Griffin ; who all return their thanks to the fociety, and requeft 
the continuance of their kind affiftance in the farther profecution 
of their ftudies ; except Mr. Gray, who having been long folicited 
to fettle. with the: church at Bratton; is willmg to comply with 
their requeft if it meets the approbation of the sfociety. The 
Briftol fund had only two ftudents, during the firft half year ; 
vize Mr. Fohn Douglas, and Mr. Fofeph Webb. Their education 
being finifhed at Whitfuntide, the latter is invited fi probation by 
the church at Tiverton; the former is at prefent-unfettled. Two 
other ftudents were admitted on this foundation, at Chfiltmas ; 
Mr. Daniel White, from the church at Bluntifham, in Fiunting- 
donfhire, under the'paftoral care of the Rev. Coxey Fea¥y ; and 
Mr. Samuel Shaw, from the church in Cannon-ftreet, Birming- 
ham. Mefirs. White and Shaw return to the academy, and 
will be joined by Mr. Richard Owers, ftom Earl’s Colne, in Effex, 
to whom the fundees have promifed their patronage. 

The Broadmead benefactions were granted to Mefirs. Fenkin 
Fones, and Matthew Griffiths ; Ms. Jones having been four years 
in the academy, is returned into Wales; Mr. Griffiths is gone to 
refide with Mr. Littlewood, at Rochdale in Lancafhire. Thefe 
benefactions cannot maintain any ftudents this year ; more hav- 
ing been taken upon them fometime back, than they are* found 
fufficient to fupport. 

Mr. Samuel Stennett had an exhibition from the London Socie- 
ty ; and Mr. Micah Thomas, from the church at Pen-y-garn,'was 
admitted into the academy at Chriftmas under the patronage of 
tha London fund. , , 

The ftudents of laft year have very generally conducted them. 
felves in fuch a manner as to afford much fatisladion to. their 
tutors ; by their diligence, and improvement in literature ; and 
by the evidence of their piety and promifing talents, which we 
truft will render them acceptable to our churches, and uieful in 


the caufe of God. ; 
JOHN RYLAND, 
, * ISAAC JAMES. 
Four guineas were allowed to Mr. William Gray, on his leaving 
the academy. ... 
Refolved, that Mr. Danie! Davis, be admitted into the Acade- 
my 














An account of the 


my, of which the prefident will inform his father, but having ne 
goom for more ftudents on the foundation of the fociety, Mr. 
Jfaac Taac, cannot yet be received. 

Refolved, that Mr. Sutcliff, of Olney, be invited to preach the 
gext annual fermon, and in cafe of failure Mr. Birt, of Ply- 


gnouth Dock. 


Refolved, to allow Dr. Ryland 40 guineas for extra expenfe in 


houfekeeping. : 


The thanks of the fociety were yoted to the fecretary,and he 
was requeited to continue in office the following year. 
The next meeting of the fociety to be held on the firft Wed. 


mefday in Auguft, 1802. 


The committee to be continued with the fame powers as ufual, 
and to.be open to every fubfcriber. 


COMMITTEE, 


The Rev. Dr. Ryland, 

wee Mr. Wilkins, 
W. Sheppard, Eq. 
John Page, Efq. 

_W.A. Ballard, Efq. 
“W. Tomkins, jr, Ef. 
Dr. Cox, 

' Mr, Edw. Ransford, 
Mr. Tho’s. Burchell, 

° Mr. Solomon Leonard, 


Mr. John Mears, 

Mr. Edw. Phillips, 

Mr. Thomas Ransford, 
Mr. Jofeph Cottle, 

Mr. L. B. Larwill, 

Mr. James Rees, 

Mr. John Protheroe, 
Mr. E. Ransford, jun. 
Mr. Ifaac James. 

Mr. Edward Daniell, 
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Mr. John Daniell, Mr. Jofeph Dear, Sec, 
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An account of Receipts and Disbursements, 
Dr. 





Li nm &, 
To old fubferiptions . £139 2 6 - 
Newditto - + 8 + I§ 15 © 
frrears » ° * ° 1010 Oo 
| : —y 165 97 6 
Donation from Mr. Fontleroy, Southwark 20 0 0 
Nitto from Mr. Fofter, Bigglefwade . 10 9 0 
One year’s dividend on 3500]. 4per cent.ann. 140 © © 
2 fets of Theodofia’s Poems . > ° 019 6 
Balance of Dr. Ryland’s account : ° o 6 14 


- Anonymous Donation per Dr. Ryland - 1010 © 





£347 311 
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Bristol Education Society. 


From Fune 1800, to Fune 1801. 


Cr. 
fw? 

By balance of laft year’s account due the Treafurer 26 
Board of fix ftudents - - . - - 126 
Tuition of Ditto - - . . : 37 
Allowance to Ditto - . - 7 - = 25 
Vacation for one dittoin 1800 a ae - 
Allowance to Dr. Ryland for extra expenfes in houfe- 

keeping, - - 2 -*. 2+ 2 = = 42 
Rent and taxes one year - = = =) =I 
Sundry repairs - - - 7 
Floor cloth for the Mufeum - - - 6 
Books, Printing, Binding, &c. - - ~ 11 
Allowed towards the funeral of Mr. Williams, late 

ftudent at the Academy - - 
12 ftudents attending a philofophical lecture 
{Infurance to Sept. 29, 1801 - - 
By balance in the hands of the Treafurer 
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Examined and approved by us, 
John Ryland, ) James Rees, 


Ifaac James, @) John Daniell, 
Solomon Leonard, j) Edward Daniell, 


Thomas Ransford, } Jofeph Dear. 
Edward Ransford, jun, ¥ © 


N, B. Seyenty ftudents have been received and educated by 


this fociety. 








A copy of the Table of Benefactions, in the Museum 


belonging to the Society. 
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3770 Frederick Bull, Efq. London - 150 
Thomas Sparry, Sen’r. Upton - 100 
Rebekah Leppincott, Wellington 50 
Robert Houlton, Efq. Grittleton 21 
Jofeph Tomkins, Efq. Abingdon 
William Tomkins, Ef. ditto 
Jofeph Butler, Ef. ditto . 

John Bull, Efq. Briftol - 
Francis Bull, Efg. ditto * 
John Stock, ditto o 
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6 Account of the Bristol Education Society. 
Thomas Bunn, Frome - - 10 
William Stee), Efq. Broughton : 10 
Baptift Church, Lymigton - 10 
Rev. Hugh Evans, M. A. 7} Tutors to 
Rev. Caleb Evans, M. A. fi Infti- } 31 
Rev. James Newton, M. A. } tution. 

1772 John Houlton, Efq. Seagry - - 10 

tev. Thomas Dunfcombe, Coate - 10 

1774 Ann Callwell, Chefham - - 50 
Sufannah Callwell, ditto - 100 
Thomas Llewelyn, Efq. L. L. D. Leadon 60 
Stephen Williams, ditto - - 10 
Rev. Samuel Stennet, D. D. ditto ~ 20 

1775 Ebenezer Hollick, Efq. Witfer - 20 
Elizabeth Durban, Briftol - - 21 

3777 Abraham Elton, Efq. - - 10 
John Crammont, Leicefter, (a legacy) 10 

1778 Rev. Haac Woodman, Sutton, (a legacy) 40 

3779 John Holmes, Efq. Exon 16 

2780 Kev. s\ndrew Gifford, D. D. London 100 
Johnand Wm. Parfons, Efq. Chichefter Io 

1781 George Wilkinfon, London IO 

r78z William Deane, Plymouth, (slegacy) 150 
John Reynolds, Barbican - - 20 

r783 Rev. Andrew Bennett, Barbadoes - 10 

47%4 Diana Mount, Tiverton, (a legacy) : 20 
fames. Hewardine, Arnfby, (a lence? 10 
Helter Bull, Briftol 10 
Tho’s. Llewelyn, Efq. L. : D. London, 

(a legacy) confilting of his many 

which coft more than - 1500 
Rev. Andrew Gifford, D. D. —_ 

(a legacy) confifting of his Library, 

Piétures, Coins, &c. eftimated at 1000 
Prederick Bull, Efq. (a legacy) - 1000 

sys John Thornton, Efq. Clapham - 10 
John Anttie, Efq. Devizes - 10 

a787 John Davis, Calne, a reverftonary legacy of 50 

789 John Cooke, Briltcl, (a legacy) : 50 

790 Rev. James Newton, M.A. ditto (a legacy) 50 

me William Thomas, Hitchin, (a legacy) 50 

John Edmunds, Fairford, a reverfionary legacy 
of £200..3 per cent. Conf.—Stock 200 

1792 Ann Moore, Briftol - 20 

Rev. John Poynting,-Worcefter, (a legacy) 200 
£793 Rev. Abraham Booth, London 5 
1794 Mrs. Simkin, Blaby, Lei¢ektershire . 5 
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2795 Rev. Peter Reece, Warwick, (a legacy) $5 09 Oo 
1797 Jofeph Wyke, Leomintter, (a legacy) - 20 00 
John Jarrett, of Briftol, (a legacy) - 20 © Oo 
James Self, Efq. Trowbridge - - 10 10 oO 

1800 Thomas Fontleroy, London - - 20 09 0 
John Foflter, Bigglefwade - - 10 0 Oo 

1801 Anonymous (by Dr. Ryland) - 10 10 Oo 
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For the Massacuvuserrs Missionary Macazin%. 





THOUGHTS ON ESTHER iv. 16. 
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@ And fo will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law ; 
and if I perifh, I perifp.” 

HE fituation of Efther, at this time, was truly diffi- 

cult and diftrefling. Through the influence of 

Haman, letters were fent by polts into all the provinces of king 
Ahafuerus, to deftroy, to kill, and to caufe to perith, all Jews, 
both young and old, little children and women, in one day. 
This having obtained the royal feal, became a law of the Medes 
and Perfians, which was unalterable. Efther, therefore, being a 
Jew, could not efcape the general fate of her devoted people. 
Think not with thyfelf, faid Mordecai in his meffage to her, that 
‘thou fhalt efcape in the king’s houfe more thanall the fews. It 
only remained for Efther then to goin unto the king, to make 
fupplication unto him, and to make reque(t before him for her 
people. But all the king’s fervants and fubjects knew that who- 
foever, whether man or woman, fhould come unto the king into 
the inner court, without being exprefsly called, there was one 
law of histo put him to death, except fuch to whom the king 
fhould hold out the golden fceptre, that he might live. Now 
Efther had not been called to come in unto the king for thirty 
days. If fhe went in then uncalled, death muft be her immediate 
doom, unlefs it fhould pleafe the king to extend his f{ceptre. 
Trying ftate indeed! Gloomy alternative ! Look which way 
fhe would, death, inevitable death ftared her in the face. If fhe 
continued where fhe was, quick and certain deftruction awaited 
her : if fhe came into the king’s prefence fhe muft alfo at once 
perifh, according to a fixed law, except the king’s pleafure fhould 
be otherwife. Tn this awful dilemma what fhall Efther do? In 
one view, her condition muft be eonfidered as altogether hope- 
lefs ; 














8 Thoughts on Esther iv. 16. 


fefs ; in another fome glimpft of hope might appear, for per- 
haps the king would fee fit to reach forth the fceptre, as a token 
of lifeandtavour. Under a full canvidtion of all this, that if fhe 
ftood {till fhe muft perifh, and if fhe came and unrefervedly gave 
berfelf up to the king’s difpoial, fhe could but perifh, Efther re- 
folves— dnd /o I will £9 in unto the king, which is not according 
to the law 3 andif I peri/b, I perifb.” 

How ftriking a picture is here exhibited of the condition and 
duty of all as finners! By nature all are children of wrath. 
The foul that finneth, it fhall die. Hethat believeth not is con- 
demned already, and the wrath of God abideth on him. De- 
ffruction and mifery are in their ways. Indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguifh, upon every foul of man that doeth evil. 
He that believeth not fhall be damned. ‘l'hefe are declarations 
of the word of truth. Sentence of eternal death is out againft 
every impenitent unbeliever. ‘This fentence, although not always 
fpeedily executed, is certain to be executed finally. ‘I'o every fuch 
character God is faying in his word, as Mordecai faid to Efiher, 
« Think not, O finner, that thou fhalt efcape : can thine heart en- 
dure, or can thine hands be ftrong, in the days that I fhall deal with 
thee ? Ithe Lord have fpoken it, and will do it.” All which can 
remain then is, thatthe finner go in unto the King, the Lord of 
Holts, to make fupplication unto him. But how {hall he obtain 
audience and acceptance ? The law which he has broken allows 
no appeal, it knows no mercy. Being a tranfgreffor, it is not 
according to this law that he fhould be permitted to come betore 
his injured Sovereign, or indulged the privilege of calling on his 
holy name. If the finner fhall venture before the Lord there- 
fore, to offer up his requelt, it can avail nothing ; notwithftand- 
ing all his entreaties, he mutt ftill perifh in his fins, and juftly 
too, unlefs it pleafe the Majelty of heaven, for his Son’s fake, to 
extend the fceptre of mercy that he may live. In this dreadfully 
expofed condition, under thefe trying circumftances, what is to be 
done ! The awakened, trembling finner fees certain and endleis 
death before him, if he {tay where he is, or remain in his prefent 
ftate ; and fhould he pray, he knows, he feels that he may right- 
eoufly be rejected, and given over to deferved deftruétion ; and 
that he mult be thus rejected after all his prayers and tears, un- 
lefs fovereign mercy and grace fhall appear in his favour. Thus 
he finds his cafe to be awfully hazardous and alarming in every 
view. On one fide he fees no hope ; on the other, fome ray of 
hope is difcovered in the midft of gloomy fears, for who can tell 
but God may turn away his fierce anger, that he perith not? 
Under the moft fenfible and deep impreffion of all this, that if he 
does not bow before God in hearty unreferved fubmiffion andhum- 
ble prayer, he muft inevitably perifh, and that he can but perifh if 
he hen thus fubmit, he is brought to refolve with Efther—4nd 
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fo will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law, that I 
have tranferelfed, and if I perifh, I perifh. He {ubmits, and praysy 
and God heais. 

INFERENCE. 

May it not be inferred from the foregoing thoughts that the 
do@rine of unconditional fubmufion to the w ii] of God 1 Is rational, 
experimental, and {criptural ? Is it not rational to fubmit to God, 
whofe power 1s accompanied with juitice, per feet and in levis. 
with wifdom complete and unerring, and with goodnels infinite ? 
Can a Sovereign ol {uch attributes permit his Poh ‘ful depe endent 
fubjects to ftate the conditions on which they will fubmit to his 
holy pleafure ? Is this to be fuppofed reafonable ? How would 
it have appeared in Either, had the, the moment the came before 
the king, faid to him, I will tubmit to your decition if you will 
fave me and my people from the impending evil ? When it de- 
pended entirely upon the king’s pleafure whether the fhouid live 
or die ? Efther was more confiitent in her conduct than all this. 
Her language before fhe approached the hing was that of fub- 
miflion ; and her manner of approachin i him was the fame : 
She could come into his prefence only m a filent fubmiifive pots 
ture, waiting his fovereign will to extend or withhold his {ceptre; 
and to receive life or death accordingly. How mutt it appear 
then in rebellious, felf-ruined, helplefs creatures to approach their 
almighty Maker and Judge, faying in their hearts, we will 
fubmir, we will vield our felves up to your hands, if vou will par- 
don and fave us ? When at the fame time they are tn his hands 
as clay isin the hands of the potter, and he can at once make 
them veilels of mercy or wrath as he fees fit? Sober reaton can 
readily determine in fuch a cate. 

This duty of unreferved {ubmiffion to the divine wiil is evident 
likewife from the experience ot faints. The doétrine is experi- 
mental. Afk the {. ints if they tound God a recone:led God and 
Father to them, till the y became reconciled to his ho! ly character 
and government ; ; tillthey were willing that God fhould be 
God, as well in the affair of faving or det: oying them, as in ail 
things elfe. Do we not know their an{wer ? Wil! they not readi- 
ly fay, that they were conitrained to throw down the w eapons of 
their rebellion, and fubmit themfelves without the leaft reterve to 
the will of their offended Soverei ign, before wid found in their 
fouls a fenfe of his pardoning mercy and love ? 

To the law and to the teitimony. ‘* Submit yourfelves, there- 
fore, to God. Be ye reconciled to God. ‘Thy will be done in 
earth as it is in heaven.’? Hold your peace, let me alone, and 
let come on me what will. Though he flay me, yet will I truft 
inhim. I will bear the indignation of the Lord, fays the proph- 


et, becaufe I have finned againft him, until he plead my caute. 
Vor. IT, EB Let 
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Let all realize that perifh they muft, and that eternally, if they 


ftay away from God in their ftate of oppofition ; and that it is 
their duty, and will be their wifdom at once to come and bow 
themfelves before him in humble entire fubmiflion: it may be 
that God will reach forth to them his merciful fceptre, enable 


them to touch the to p of it and live forever. 


JUSTUS. 
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DIALOGUES ON THE NATURE AND TEN. 
DENCY OF THE HALFWAY COVENANT. 


Between Fipexris, Canpipus, and Humanus. 





DIALOGUE I. 
Fid. OW ec .LL, brethren, I am glad my apprehenfion was 


udlefs. I feared our firit converfation took 
fuch a turn, that a i cond would not be defired. 

Can. Ind eed, Sir, the peculiar fpirit of that converfation was 
afpecial reafon why I wifhed for another. If this interview be 
as friendly and inftructive as that was, I hope to be more thor- 
ough! ily releafed from the fhackles of prejudice, and to fee ina 
ftill clearer light the path of my duty. 

Hu »- Astor you, Candidus, I am refolved that your foft and 


pliable ten nper fhall have no effet on me. You need not expect 
that | fhall eafily renounce the Coanlanunine and practices, in which 
T havé been educated ; efpecially when they may be fo well de- 


Sindied; as the halfway covenant. This has been the fiibjeé cf 
my reflections ever fince our converfation. I have thought of 
fearcely any thing elfe. It has occafioned me fuch labour and 
perplexity of mind, that I have fometimes regretted the circum- 
ftance, which made it an object of attention. I believe, never 
thelefs, the final confequence will be defirable. For I find, the 
more clofely [ attend to the fubject t, the more favourably I am 
Jed to think of the common prattice. 

Can. What feems to me defirable is, that we find and embrace 
the truth, whether it confift with the common praétice or not. 

Fid. Let us be acquainted, Humanus, with the fruit of your 
intenfe ftudy. Your ingenuity may, for aught I know, have 
difcovered many errors in our former converfation, and may now 
bring forward unan{werable arguments for the halfway prac- 
tice. 

Hum. (believe, Sir, the praétice refts on folid ground. Itis 
capable, I think, of being fupported by the belt arguments. 

But 
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Dialogues on the Halfway Covenant. 1] 


But I muft bee your patience, gentlemen, for the methods of 

roof are various. If one method fail, I fhall refort to another. 
The fate of war does not always depend on a fingle encoun- 
ter. 

Fid. Proceed in your own way. Only remember we are not 
met for the purpofe ot war, but of friendthip and mutual im- 
provement. Freely utter every thing in your mind, which may 
expofe any fallacy in my reafoning r, or help us to find the way, 
in which we fhould walk. 

Hum. All your remarks in our former converfation proceeded 
on this ground, that perfons are admitted to the halfway Af ratiice upon 
the Suppo ition, that they ave not the fubjeéts of holin ‘L’his one 
thing, incautioufly conceded, put great advantage imto your 
hands, at the fame time difarming us, and leaving | tb e iffue of the 
controverfy at your difpofal. I now retract that conceflion, and 
wifh the practice to be placed on another foundation. I find 
that fome minifters admit perfons to the halfway covenant, «cv 

the fuppoft ttion that they -are truly penitent. Ot one who would 
enter into that covenant they require fatisiactory evidence of re- 
ligion. ‘They confider the covenant as complete, and the cove- 
nanter as entitled to all the privileges of memberthip. But they 
are willing to make allowance for his confcientious {feruples with 
re{pect to himfelf, and his mifconceptions with relpect to the 
Lord’s fupper. ‘Thoughthey are ready to receive him to com- 
munion, and wifh him to come, they would not deprive him and 
his children of all the privileges of the church, becauie he cannot 
come. 

Fid. You now relt the practice upon a foundation, which 
feems to me the molt favourable. Ace ording to this, the half- 
way covenant is admitted for the fake of accommodating hum- 
ble, doubting believers, and fo has an appearance of chriftian 
forbearance and tendernefs. But I wifh it may be kept in mind, 
that this is not the ground of the common prattice ; and that 
requiring proper evidence of grace in thofe who are to be ad- 
mitted, would involve a great alteration in the ftate of our 
churches. 

Hum. Though what has been ftated is not precifely the com- 
mon prattice, I wilh it may be cloiely examined. For now I 
think the truth begins to dawn. 

Fid. Let us, then, carefully examine the fubje&, as you now 
lay it before us. According to your prefent fcheme, perfons ad- 
mitted to the covenant are in faét as really qualified for the Lord’s 
fupper, as for the covenant. 

Hum. ‘True. But they think otherwife. Though they can 
with fatisfaction come to the halfway covenant, and offer up 
their children in baptifm ; they cannot believe themfelves in any 
meature fit for the Lord’s fupper. 


fid. 
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Fid. You confider fuch perfons under a miftake ? 

Hum. Yes. heir making fucha diftinction between chrifhian 
ordinances, and fuppofing themfelves qualifted for fome and not 
for others, mult indeed be accounted a miitake. 

Fid. Now, l apprehend, the origin of this miftake will,:in 
many initances, be found in the practice of our churches. 

HZum. How does this appear ? 

fii. Itis the language of the prevailing practice, that there is 
an eilential diitinétion between covenanting with God and par- 
taking the Lord’s fupper, and alfo between the requifite qualifi- 
cations tor each. ‘The practice publicly holds up a diitinétion 
between duties which are equally folemn and binding. Now tt 
is reafonabie to fuppofe, that fuch a practice imprefies its own 
miltake upon the minds of men. Flow eafy it is for perfons of a 
pliable, docile temper to fall in with a ientument, which is author- 
ized by the churches of Chrift? How natural to rely on thofe, 
who are conilituted oa ground and pillar of the truth, and {foto 
look upon themieives entitled to a coven: int ftanding, though 
not to tull communion? Could ferious people fo frequently im- 
bibe this miftake, withont the influence of prevailing pra¢tice ? 

Can. It my intormation has been correét, miltakes like this 
were made belore the practice was introduced. 

id. Ll ailow it, Candidus. And TI venture to add, that upon 
thole miitakes the practice was founded. It was to accommo- 
date perions, who were accounted fincere believers, but whofe 
preparation jor fuli communion was doubted, that the halfway 
covenant was invented. 

Can. It feems, then, we have generally departed from the 
views, with which our torefathers introduced the halfway prace, 
tice. \ 

Fid. Undoubtedly we have. It ‘was publicly known at the} 
time. that the fynod of 1662 “did acknowledge that there ought , 
to be true faving faith in the parent according to the judgment 
of rational charity, or elie the child ought not to be baptized.”’ 
Dr. Increafe Mat the ', a divine of principal note in favour of the 
practice, undertakes profeflediy to thow, that parents, in order to 
enjoy baptifm for themiclves and their children, fhould have not 

nly hiiter val, but juitifving faith. Gut he held, “ that more 
fali and fausiactory evidence of regeneration and of chriftian pro- 
ficiency Is requifite in order to admuison to the L ord’: s table, than 
i order to bapuim.” ‘The iynod infilted upon nitial grace m 
order to b. “tt m ; but fuppo! ed oreater attainments neceff. iry in 


order to fulleommunion. Accor Jingly, no man can allege the 
auchoiury ot our forefathers for the common pr actice of receiving 
pe: os ite enant and baptizing their children without any cvt- 


ence Of th re tiety. The aw ho rity of our forefathers, in aioe to 
be of any avail, iil be urged precifely in favour of that fcheme, 
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which they meant to eftablifh. And that, I fuppofe, Humanus, 
is nearly the fcheme, which you have now undertaken to defend. 

Ham. It is. And 1am glad you have prefented it before us 
in fuch a pleafing connection. ‘The authority of men fo learned, 
and fo eminently pious, as thofe who introduced the pra¢tice, mult 
be of great weight in our minds. 

Fid. I hope, Humanus, you will not forget the caution we 
have heard from your own lips, “ that we ought not to fubmit to 
the authority of human names, however celebrated.”? The cau- 
tion may, I think, be applied with more propriety now, than it 
could be, when you adminiitered it. You adduce the mere au- 
thority of celebrated names. Whereas all that I did was to 
mention a great divine, who believed and ably defended the fen- 
timents which | had been attempting to prove, and to refer you 
to the arguments found in his writings. Now there is a great 
difference between blindly relying upon great names, repeating 
continually, “* our forefathers, our pious forefathers,” as the 
ground of our belief, and a proper regard to the reafons, by 
which diftinguifhed authors,have fupported their fentiments. 

Hum. But can you, Sir, with fatety, and with becoming def- 
erence tothe fathers of our New England churches, fay, that the 
practice which they introduced was founded on a miltake? 

Fid. Yes, Humanus. WNoram I alone. You have fubftan- 
tially faid the fame. [or perfons to think themfelves, or for 
others to think them qualified for one ordinance and not for the 
other, you allowed to be a miltake. Now the perfons, whole 
advantage was confulted by the halfway praétice, were, in the 
eye of charity, fincere penitents, who, neverthelefs, judged them- 
felves and were judged by others unqualified for the Lord’s table. 
It is our united opmion, that fuch a judgment was erroneous. 
And it was in conformity to fuch an erroneous judgment, that 
the halfway covenant was introduced. 

Hunt. If that millake were the occafion of introducing the 
practice, how can the practice be confidered, as you have iup- 
poted, the origin of the mittake ? 

kid. It was faid to be its origin * in many inflances.” This 
miltaken judgment refpecting the Lord’s {upper had an influence 
with thote, who firft authorized the halfway covenant. When 
that mode of covenanting came into common ufe in the churches, 
it tended, in its turn, to promote the very miitake, by which 1t- 
ielf was occafioned. There are many cafes befides this, in which 
two things have a reciprocal influence. 

I will now endeavour, Humanus, to bring my obfervations to 
a point. Ought we to do any thing, which naturally and direét- 
ly tends to promote error? 

flum. Certainly not. 

fid. Does not the halfway covenant, flanding on the founda- 
tion 
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tion you have now chofen, promote error ? Even admitting that 
it does not originate the miltake of {crupulous chriltians, who 
think they ought not to come into full communion ; does it not 
evidertly confirm and perpetuate that miltake ? Now why do we 
give countenance and fupport to a hurtful, acknowledged error 
by public religious tranfactions ? We both believe perfons under 
a miitake, who make an eflential dilti: iétion between covenantt r 
and the Lord’s fupper, and fu;pofe themlelves i itied to the 
one and not forthe other. Shail we confirm them in thei m 

take by practically fubicribing to it ? The miitake ts not wiles 
and harmlefs. Its direct influence is, to keep from fu!] conimun- 
son thofe lowly, tender fouls, whom the churches earneltly with 
to receive, for whom the helps of gotpel ordinances are {pecially 
defigned, and who would, in all probability, be ornaments to 
chriftianity. Many humble believers, no doubt, have itopped in 
the halfway practice, who, had it not been tor that fnare, would 
have been in the bofom of the church. If, brethren, we with to 
remove this miltake wires pious men ; 1s it the proper way 
practically to fall in with it ? If we would convince men, that 
there is and can be only oze covenant of grace; is it the molt 
promifing way, to have the form and public appearance of favo ? 

Hum. But as the mittake is fuch as ‘inom believers may f: fall 
into, and therefore is not eflential ; why need we iet ourtelves fo 
ftrenuoufly againft it ? Rather than exclude fuch characters irom 
all privileges, why is it not a proper exerciie of chrittian forbcar- 
ance and kindneis, to admit them as far as they judge confiitent, 
and overlook an omillion, which fprings from weakneis, and not 
from impiety ? 

Fid. I think, Humanus, there isa more excellent way. By 
giving fuitable information and countel to fuch perions, we might 
generally remove their miftake. But whether that be done or 
not, we take too much upon us, if we excule men tor neglecting 
the duties, which the Lord enjoins. To feel compaflionately 
towards thofe who imbibe this unhappy mittake, is the duty of 
every chriftian. But we cannot confiltently pay fuch deference 
to their miftaken judgments, as to difpente with the laws of God. 
¢¢' This do in remembrance of me,” comes from the fame au- 
thority, as the command to believe in Chrift. We may as re 
erly exempt a man from the obligation of believing in Chriit, as 
from the obligation of commemorating his death. What right 
have we, merely to accommodate thofe who neglect the Lord’s 
fupper, to make a new fland jing in the church, whith our great 
Lawgiver never appointed, and which the word of God no 
where contemplates? 

Hum. Does not the apoftle inculcate the duty of receiving 
them, who are weak inthe faith ? Does he not caution us againit 
holding them in contempt, or doing any thing to offend their 


con{ciences ? 
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confciences ? “ Let not him that eateth defpife him that eateth 
not.” Again, * Who art thou that judgelt another man’s 
fervant 2” 

Fid. 1 with you to obferve attentively, that in the paflages 
now cited, the apottle 1s difcourfing of thofe things only, which 
are indifferent, fuch as eating meats offered to idols, and regard- 
ing various appoimtments of days according to Jewifh cuftom. 
With refpect to moral, or pofitively appointed duties, there is no 
fach allowance enjoined or permitted. The proper expreffion 
of love and tendernefs towards the {crupulous, erring chriftians 
now intended is, to bear them on our hearts to the mercy feat ; 
to impart needed infiruction ; and to prefs the importance of 
walking blamelefsly in all the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord, as the only way to fecure the aids and comforts of his 
Spirit. ‘To fuifer their errors to pafs unnoticed, and countenance 

em in the omiflion of duty isimplicitly the greateft unkindnefs, 

hen we are inquiring whether we havea right to excufe any 
chriflians from the Lord’s fupper, I wifh thefe remarks, if they 
feem worthy of confideration, may not be wholly forgotten. 

Hum. May not fome affiftance in vindicating the haltway prac- 
tice be had trom the venerable Stoddard’s plan ? 

Fid. Not the leaft. “ Mr. Stoddard,” to ufe the words of 2 
great divine, * never practiled the halfway ; that is, he never 
admitted any to have baptifm for their children, but thofe who 
were in full communion. And he exprefsly declares that thofe, 
who have been baptized in infancy and owned their covenant, 
are obliged in duty to come to the Lord’s table. Yea, he fays, 
itis a fcandal if they do not ; and the church may call them to an ac- 
count for their negleé?. So that there was no room for the halfway 
practice on his {cheme.” 

Hum. 1 gave notice at the beginning, that the methods of 
proof would be various. ‘The failure of one method does not 
hinder the fuccefs of another. I now lay afide all arguments of 
human invention, and appeal to the oracles of God. Let the 
halfway practice be placed on folid icripture ground, and there, 
I think, it will ftand firm. 

Fid. If it will ftand there, let it ftand forever; and Jet all at- 
tempts to fubvert it be utterly confounded. 

Hum. The great feripture argument, which I could urge, is 
the conduct of Mofes and Jofhua in adminiltering God’s cove- 
nant to all the people of Hrael, and circumcifion to all their chil- 
dren. What they did appears fimilar to the common prattice 
of our churches, and may therefore be ufed as an argument in 
its favour. 

fid. | world know, Humanus, with what particular views 
youurge this argument. Are we to regard the covenant, 
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which was adminiftered to the children of Lfrael, as implying 
the covenant of grace ? 

Hum. For the prefent I grant we are. 

fid. Thofe then, who profeifedly entered into that covenant, 
profefledly complied with the conditions of eternal life ? 

Hum. Yes. 

Fid. And thofe, who fincerely and cordially entered into that 
covenant, were the fubjects of faving religion ? 

Hum. No doubt. 

id. What will you fay of thofe Ifraelites, who covenanted 
with God by outward profeflion, but not cordially ? Were they 
not chargeable with hypocrily ? 

Flum. It cannot be dented. 

fid. Usthat iin worthy ot imitation? Is it the duty of any 
ene todo that, which is in faé hypocrify 2?) May we knowingly 
encourage any one to do it? May we {upport a practice, which 
does actually countenance hypocrify ? Becaule the rebellious 
children of a. “ flattered God with their mouth, and lied 
unto him with their tongues ;” is it lawful for mento do foat 
this day ! | 

f[Ilum. But do confider, Sir, that Ged and his fervants re- 
quired the children of Iracl to do the very thing, which you 
now charge againit them as . a wickedneis. 


Fiid. 1am fully convinced, that your pofition cannot be fup- 
ported. It plainly appears, that God required the people to cov- 


enant with him | iprigh ly and with all the heart. So that when 
they covenanted by vilible profeflion, but were deftitute of truth 
in the inward man, they did not what God requ'red. 
Hum. This mutt have {trong proof, before I can admit it. 
Fid. A due confideration of Jehovah’s character would go 


far towards fettling this point. Accultomed, as we are, to 


judge according to outward appearance, we are apt to forget 


that God fearcheth the heart. Can the aay ming hae. God be 
pleafed with that fervice, which comes not from the heart ? Can 
the Holy One of [rael be pleafed with that fervice, which ts def- 
titute of holinefs ? And can he reguire any fervice, with which 
he isnot pleafed ? The fcripture contains evidence which is di- 
reétly to the purpofe. From Deut. v. and from many fimilar 
paflages, it appcars beyond difpute, that the whole moral law 
was comprehended in the Sinat covenant. Conformity to the 

moral law was what God primarily required,and what the people 
explicitly promifed in that covenant. But we recur to particu- 
lar places. Exod. xxiv. * And Mofes took the book of the coves 
nant, and read in the audience of the people. And they faid, 
all that the Lord hath faid will we do, and be obedient.’? What 
God required, and what they promifed, was uziverfal obedience. 


Read allo in Deut. xxvi. This day the Lord thy God hath 
commanded 
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commanded thee to do thefe’ ftatutes and judgments. Thou 
fhalt therefore keep and do them with all thine heart and with alk 
thy foul. Thou haft avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, 
and to walk in his ways, to ketp his ftatutes, and his command. 
ments, and his judgments, and to heatken unto his voice.” Such 
were the demands of God’s covenant, and fuch the engagements 
of thofe who entered into it. God required of them nothing 
more nor lefs, than that they would comply with the terms of 
this covenant with all their heart and with all their foul. Wheng 
therefore, they faid, “* we avouch the Lord to be our God, and 
we will do all that he hath commanded,” and yet were deftitute 
of holy conformity to God and his law ; they did not enter into 
covenant according to the divine injunction. God required that 
to be done in fpirit and in truth, which they did by vifible pro- 
feffion only. Their doing it vifibly, but not with the heart, was 
inexcufable hypocrify. 

Hum. When did God charge them in this manner? He 
evidently accepted their covenant tranfaction, andin confequence 
of it dealt with them as his own peculiar people. 

Fid. It is God’s way, in the prefent world, to treat men ace 
cording to their vifible conduét, and not to expofe them, before 
they expofe themfelves. Thus he treated Judas and other falfe 
profeffors in the days of Chrift and the apoftles. Thus he treated 
the children of Ifrael. By profeffion they were the fervants of 
God, the children of his covenant. He treated them as fuchg 
until their conduct difplayed their real chara¢ter. 

Hum. I grant they were reproved for the viclation of the cova 
enant which they made with God. But where are they charged 
with criminality, merely for entering into covenant as they did 2 

Fid. Scripture abundantly teaches that God is difpleafed, 
when we enter into his covenant without uprightnefs of heart. 
Befides fuch general expreflions as thefe, ‘ without faith it is 
impoflible to pleafe God,” ‘ they that are in the flefh cannot 
pleafe God ;” there is evidence, that God 1s peculiarly difpleafed 
with ungodly men, who take his covenant upon them, or engage 
in any religious tranfaction. He declared to the Jews, Ha. 1. 
that their facrifices, their treading his courts, their fabbaths, their 
folemn affembly, their many prayers were all iniquity and abom- 
ination in his fight; that he had not required fuch fervices at 
their hands ; that he loathed them, was weary to bear them, and 
would hide his eyes trom them in utter abhorrence. And in 
Pfa. 50, he fingles out the particular practice now before us, and 
fets upon it a mark of ftrong difapprobation. ‘Unto the wicked 
God faith,” I tremble when I repeat his words, what haft thou 
to do to declare my ftatutesy or that thou /houldf? take my covenant 
in thy mouth ??? 

r Hum. Had the Lord been difpleafed with the children of 
Vol. II. ¢ ss | 
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Lirael for entering into covenant without holinefs of heart, wauld 
he not have made known his difpleafure by certain figns? fo that 
enerations to come might not be expofed to error, 

Fid. The difficulty is acknowledged. The folution, which 
fatisfies me, isthis. The criminality of the people was not vifible. 
Their profefiion was good. ‘ They have well faid all that they 
have fpoken,” was God’s teftimony on the ground of their vifible 
profeffion. God makes kuorwe his di/pleafure no fafter, than his crea- 
dures are capable of uuderflanding the reafons of it. nd they are 
capable of thisno fafier, than charadters are made known by vifible 
a@ions. It is not eafy to fee how, upon a different plan, the 
righteoufnefs of God could be manilefled and glorificd among 
rational creatures. 

Hum. How is it confiftent for God to bear the teftimony you 
have juft mentioned, and others like it, in favour of thofe, who 
bad nothing and did nothing really pleafing in his fight ? 

Fid. Quite as confiftent, as for the Metliah to fpeak to Judas, 
to embrace him, and to employ: him year after year, juft as 
though he had been a cordial friend, although Jefus knew him 
from the beginning. Yea, it might as well be afked, wy dies 
mot Gad judge the fecrets of men, in the prefeut life? ‘The impor- 
tan. work of “ bringing to light the hidden things of darknefs,” 
and judgine men according to their deeds, is referved for the day 
of the Lord. 

Hum. Vt all you have faid be allowed, what conclufion would 
you Make ? 

Fid. { with you to make the conclufion yourfelf. Is it agreed 
between us, that the children of Ifrael, who entered into cove- 
nant with God without any conformity of heart to the terms of 
the covenant, were in that very thing highly criminal in his 
fight ? 

Hum. Suppofe it be admitted. 

Fid. What argument, then, can you derive from their hypo- 
critical profeilion to vindicate the fame kind of profeflion at this 
day? Does their taking the covenant upon them with the rebel- 
lious hearts which they then had and which they foon after man- 
ifefted, prove that men at the prefent day dotheir duty, when 
they take the covenant upon them with the fame rebellious 
hearts ? 

Hum. Tt cannot be pretended. 

Fid. This then is a conclulion, in which we unite; that the 
covenant traniactions, which took place at Sinai and in the plaigs 
of Moab, afford no vindication of men, who enter into covenant 
without faving religion, and no reafon why we fhould encourage 
any to enter into covenant, who do not exhibit hopeful evidence 
of a gracious heart. 

dium. Uf there be no defe& in the reafoning, from which this 

corclufoa 





i Le emai 











ree ES 





eae 


x ge cae, 
BS reg ate 


Dialogues on the Halfway Covenant. 19 


eonélufion refults, it mult be valid. But what if it fhould be af- 
ferted, that entering into covenant does not imply fo much, as 
we have fuppofed ; that tt isa mere acknowledgment of the ob- 
ligations of the covenant, and nota profeflion of true godlinefs : 
and of courfe that the unrenewed may do it without hypocrify ? 

Fid. Let this matter be well underftood. We do not expec 
that men, in covenanting with God, will pofitively affirm f/at 
they are godly. But we do expec them to profefs and extiibit 
thofe things, in which real godlinefs confifts. That covenanting 
with God implies a profeffion of thofe things in which godlineis 
confifts, appears, I think, from thefe two confiderations. Tt. 
The terms, in which the tranfaction is generally exprefled, plain- 
ly imply a profeflion of godlinefs. In entering into covenant, 
meén avouch the Lord to be their God, receive Chrift as he is of- 
fered in the gofpel, and promife unfeigned obedience to all his 
commands. Ifa profeflion of godlinefs can be made in human 
language, it is made in fuch terms as thefe. 2. The bleflings 
promifed to thofe, who comply with the conditions exprefied in 
the covenant, are the bleffings of eternal life. ‘This could not be, 
were not true godlinefs. required by the conditions of the cove- 
nant. Orher confiderations are omitted. 

Before we leave the covenant tranfactions of the Ifraelites, I 
beg liberty to make one or two appropriate remarks. Giving all 
potlible weight to their example, we can deduce from it no ar- 
gumeht favourable to the halfway practice. The difference be- 
tween what they did and what is common with us is material 
and very plain. The covenant which Mofes and Jofhua admin- 
littered was complete. ‘That which the people took upon them was 
eonplete. They bound themfelves by folemn engagement to 
hearken to the voice of God and keep all his commandments and 

rdinances. No exception was made or fuftered by the adminif- 
trator. None was afked or expected by thofe who covenanted. 
So that Mofes and Jofhua were nowife acceilary to their hypec- 
rify and difobedience. But the halfway practice is diferent. 
Thofe who covenant mean to have it underftood, that they leave 
out the Lord’s fupper. The churches do underftand it, and 
have made provifion for fuch an exception. And the exception 
1s either exprefsly or implicitly made by the adminiftrator. 

Hum. Were not thote who covenanted excuted, in certain 
cates, from celebrating the paifover ? 

fid. Yes ; even prohibited. And the difqualifications for 
the paffover were fully defined. ‘To be abfent from the paflover 
On account of ceremonial uncleanne({s was an indifpenfable duty. 
Now fhow me, Humanus, where the Head of the church makes 
adiftincion among the duties of the new covenant. Show me 
where he points out the particular things, which difqualify. his 
cifciples for the ordinance of the fupper ; and his word fhail be 
our 
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ourrule. Tellme, brother Humanus, where is the appearance 
of any fuch practice in the apoftles’ days? Where is the leaft 
evidence that two fuch ftandings, as are now made, were ever 
appointed by God ? What fhadow of proof, that any who pro- 
fefled to believe, and enjoyed church privileges, were excufed 


from partaking the Lord’s fupper ? 
Hum. Really, fir, the difficulties are preat on both fides. I 
want more time to examine. I ftill fufpect there is fome weak 


place in the argumentation, which has brought my mind into 
this doubtful ftate. I fhall wait with earneft defire for one more 


interview. 

Can. | have liftened with filent, prayerful attention to what 
has been faid. I think myfelf happy inthis interview. My per- 
plexity is abated. My mind is more at eafe. Whatever re- 
mains to be fettled in this controverfy, I am refolved in this— 
** to do thy will, oh my God.” 
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A WORD TO. THE PROFANE. 


WN. B. If the former part does not fuit you, give it toa neighbour. 








Don't be Danin’d. 
Lh pcp aay is infinitely dreadful ! If you do sot 


believe there is any fuch thing, how foolifh is it to 
talk fo often about it; andif you d, how much more than fool- 
ifh is it, to talk fo lightly about it ! : 

Could you really wifh your worft enemy to be damned for 
ever ? Would you ferioufly afk God to fend him to hell, and 
pour out his wrath upon him, to all eternity ? Would it not ftartle 
you, to fee the earth open and fwallow up the man, whom you 
had curfed ? Would it not fhock you, to fee his eyes ftart out of 
his head, or rot away in their fockets? Would it gratify you to 
fee his limbs wither, as foon as you had curfed them ? or to find, 
that when he had ftretched out his arm, it was dried up, like the 
arm of Jeroboam, fo that he could not pull it in again to him? 
How then can you ufe fuch awful imprecations? And yet you 
ufe them fometimes refpecting your friends, as well your bitter 
enemies ; yea, fometimes, (what madnefs!) with reference to 
yourfelf ! 
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You have often faid, J will be damn’d if, &c. Uf what? Is 
there any one thing for which it is worth while to be damned ? 
Would it be worth being damned, if you could get all the world, 
and enjoy it for a hundred, or a thoufand years? Do you think 
that a hundred years fenfual pleafure, would compenfate for five 
minutes fuffering in hell? What then will the pleafures of fin do, 
to counterbalance eternal damnation ? 

However, you wi// be damned moft affuredly, if you do not 
forfake fin, and turn to God with your whole heart ; or if you do 
not repent, and believe the gofpel, fleeing for refuge to lay hold 
upon that bleffed hope which is fet before you. 

You will be actually damned ere long, if you are not pardoned ; 
for you have finned abundantly againft God, and are condemn- 
ed already, by the fentence of his holy law. ‘* Curfed is every 
one who continueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them.”” - How many times over have 
you merited this curfe ? How will you then efcape it ? God is 
merciful, but he is alfo juft. He will not clear the guilty. He 
is angry with the wicked every day. Without fhedding of blood 
there is no remiflion. But God hath provided for himfelfa 
Lamb. He hath fent his own Son in the likenefs of finful flefh, 
and made him a facrifice for fin, condemning fin in his flefh, and 
fhewing at once the goodnefs and the feverity of God. Thus 
Chrift gave himfelf a ranfom for many, and made reconciliation 
for tranfgreflors. His blood cleanfeth from all fin. God has 
fet him forth as a propitiation for fin, through faith in his blood. 
But there is falvation in no other ; and without faith in him, you 
cannot obtain the pardon of one fin. You muft thankfully re- 
ceive God’s teftimony concerning his Son, and return home to 
God in his name, imploring forgivenefs for hisfake. ‘Thus fhall 
you be juftified from all things, from which you could not be 
juftified by the law ; for Chrilt is the end of the law unto right- 
coufneis. 

You will be damned, if you have not a title to eternal life. For 
fuch is the alternative before you. You cannot expe¢t a long 
continuance in this world ; and when you depart hence, if you 
have no manfion prepared for you in heaven, you mutt needs be 
turned into hell. There is no other place to receive you. But what 
title have you to eternal bleffednefs ? or how can you expect to 
inherit a crown of glory? This is an important queftion, to 
which an anfwer can be furnifhed only by the glorious gofpel. 
Though the wages of fin is death, yet the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jefus Chrift our Lord, And thus you may in- 
herit it.. Believe in Chrift and you fhall not only be faved, but 
fhall be made an heir of eternal life. His obedience unto death 
fhall fuffice to entitle you to endlefs happinefs. 

You muft be damned, if you are not made meet for the inherit- 
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ance of the faints in light. An unholy heart cannot relifh the | 
enjoyments of faints. One who loves darknefs rather than 
light, could not bear the brightnefs of heavenly glory. One 
who is difaffected towards God, cannot be made happy by re- 
fiding in his immediate prefence. Heaven would be a place of 
torment to an unrenewed finner. He would be totally out of 
his element there. No marvel that he who came from heaven 
fhould fay, Except a man be born again, he cannot fee the king- 
dom of God. You muit be renewed in the fpirit of your mind ¢ 
you mutt be created anew in Chrift Jefus, or you never can have 
a portion with the people of God. 

But do not be damned ! /¢ will be your own fault if you are. 
It will not only be in confequence of your paft fins, which have 
indeed deferved damnation ; but it will be more immediately 
owing to your prefent impenitence and unbelief: it will be be- 
caufe you hold fait deceit and refufe toreturn to the Lord. It 
will be becaufe you reject the counfel of God again yourfelt, 
and make light of his great falvation. It will be becaufe you 
fcorn the humbling import of the gofpel, and are not ay to 
fioop to be faved by grace ; or you {flight the mediation of the 
Son of God, and will not believe the efficacy of his blood to 
cleanfe from all fin: or you hate the holy tendency of the gofpel, 
and are unwilling that Chrift fhould reign over you, and iubdue 
all your iniquities ; and you mind only earthly things, and def- 
pife that blefled inheritance, which is incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away. ‘Il'hus in the end, (which will quickly 
come) you will be found to have been a fool ! 
_ Nothing can give folid peace to your conicience, but the pre- 
cious blood of Chriit ; nothing can conquer the perverfenefs of 
your fiubborn will, but the powerful influence of the divine 
Spirit: therefore, if you are faved, your falvation mutt be all of 
grace, but if you are loft, your blood will be on your own 
head. 

May God incline your heart to liften to this friendly warning, 
or that which was intended for your benefit will aggravate your 
condemnation ! 
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REMARKS UPON THE NOTION OF EXTRA- 
ORDINARY IMPULSES AND IMPRESSIONS, &c. 








MY DEAR FRIEND, 


INCE I faw you laft, I have frequently thought of 
you with much concern, and fincerely wifh you di- 
vine 
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vine fupport, under all your trials, and diretion in all your em- 
barrafling concerns. As I make no doubt of your being a par- 
taker of divine grace, I believe the Lord wiil, in the iffue, bring 
you fafely through all your troubles. Yet, if I may fpeak my 
mind freely, 1 am jealous over you, left you fhould increafe your 
own diftreffes and leffen the benefit you might receive from them, 
by fome miftakes into which you feem in danger of falling. 

You remember the account you gave me of your receiving ma- 
ny promifes from God, particularly refpecting your temporal circum 
frances ; and that you expreifed the ftrongelt confidence of their 
literal and pun@ual fulfilment. Perhaps you will think me your 
enemy, fhould I endeavour to rob you of any part of the con- 
folation you have derived from this fource. However, bear with 
me till you have heard me out ; and I truft it will appear, that 
I do not wifh to ufurp dominion over your faith, but to be a help- 
cr of your joy. 

I rejoice that you are enabled to abound in prayer, and there. 
by to make your requeft known unto God, being defirous to caft 
all your care upon him, and to derive inftruction and fupport 
from his word. I am fully affured, that the word of God will 
be found a fufficient directory, in all cafes whatever ; anda 
fource of {piritual comfort, under the greateft trials. 

It is your duty and privilege to fearch the {fcriptures daily, 
both for direétion and confolation ; and to endeavour, when you 
cannot have the Bible in your hand, to recolleé? the precepts and 
promifes, and meditate upon thea; praying that the Holy 
Spirit would not only affift your natural power of recollection, 
but more efpecially that he would give you a /piritual underfland- 
ing of his word, and an anfrverable frame of heart, properly af- 
fected with the various truths therein contained. 

You have reafon to blefs God for the fuitable provifion he has 
made in his word, which, I gladly allow, is as exa@ly fuited to 
your cafe, as if the words had been f{poken to you individually ; 
though, bleifed be God, the fame word of truth is equally fuited 
to all other believers ; and you have no more caufe to complain 
of this, than you have to complain, that while the fun warms and 
enlightens yox, as much as if you lived alone on the earth, it af- 
fords the fame benefits to millions more at the fame time. 

You ought to be thankful that God has given you a memory, 
and affifts you, from time to time, to recolle@ fuitable pailages 
of {cripture, which fometimes occur to your mind, ina very apt 
and feafonable manner. But, perhaps, this obfervation will ra- 
ther difpleafe you ; and you will hardly allow that you do re- 
collec? them, but think they are immediately fuggeffed to you from 
God. However, if your memory is like mine, it will be very dif 
ficult to prove this point, I have, many a time, had good things 
and bad fuddenly occurto my mind, which at firft T thought I 
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had never read or heard before, and yet have afterwards fotind 
out where I firft met with them. And, be this as it may, it is 
a matter of xo confequence at all, whether God affifts my natural 
faculties in recollecting his word, or immediately fuggefts it. 
The bare fuggeftion of words to the mind would not neceflarily 
be accompanied with the exercife of grace ; for Balaam, and 
Other natural men, have had wonderful things told them by God 
himfelf, and yet had no grace at all in their hearts. And, on 
the other hand, it my memory, or twenty other natural facul- 


ties of body or foul, were made ule of, in bringing the word of | 


God to my mind, yet if I liad at the fame time the real exercife of 
grace, I might be aflured that ¢4aé was owing wholly to the fpir- 
it of God. 

I therefore wifh you, and all chriftians, to ground your con- 
folation not on the manner in which the promifes are brought to 
the mind, but on the marrer contained inthe promifes them- 
felves.. It is unfafe for perfons to think themfelves chriftians, 
becaufe they have had promifes brought /udden/y to their minds, 
as if a voice fpoke them, when they did not Anow there were any 
fuch words in the book. The fuddennefs proves nothing, either 
one way or the other ; the voice is probably formed by the 
ftrength of their own imagination ; and if it really came from 
heaven, would be no furer than the written word was before ; 
and as to their not knowing the words were in the book, that-is 
the worlt fign of all ; for it only proves they have not read their 
bibles fo much as they ought to have done. Whereas, fuppofe 
you were to take any one plain promife of the gofpel, and read 
it over ten times aday, for twelve months together ; if upon the 
aft day of the year, after reading it 3650 times, you found your 
mind enlightened to difcern its real, original meaning, were per- 
fuaded of its certain truth, and made to y embr ace it as good, fin- 
cerely and earneftly defiring the enjoyment of the bleflings there- 
in contained, for the fume ends for w thich they were promifed ; 
and depending on the faithfulnefs of the promifer for the fulfil- 
ment of his gracious engagement ; thus being excited to give up 
your heart to him ; if you had felt no emotion of the kind for 
3649 times that you had read the words before, and if at la& 
your comfort came inever fo flowly, you might neverthelefs be 
fafely aflured that it came from God. 

But at this time I meant chiefly to fpeak of the promifes of 
temporal blefings of which you feemed to be fo confident, that 
God had made them to you in particular, and would according- 
ly tndoubtedly fulfil them. Now it isa certain and comforta- 
ble truth, that ** Godlinefs is profitable for all things, h aving 
the promife of the life that now is, as well as of that which is td 
come.” 1. Tim. iv. $. But verily, my dear friend, J have no 
notion that God has made one promife of temporal blefings to yous but 
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evhat is commen to all believers in fimilar circumftances. Herein you 
feem to me to be in great danger of miltakes, and fuch as will 
robably lead you into other confiderable errors, if they are not 
yectiied. Chriltian acne therefore, induces me to ufe frees 
and plainneis on this head. 
me a. canon of fcripture was clofed, God made known 
his will at fundry times, and in divers manners, to many of his 
fervants, by way of immediate revelation. He made various par- 
ticular events known before hand to Abraham, and Jofeph, and 
David, and others; and gaye them promifes which belonged to 
them exclufively ; and could not be fafely applied to any other. 
For infance, he promifed to Abraham, that his feed fhould be aé 
the fand of the fea for multitude; and that all nations of the 
earth fhould be bleffed in hts feed, &. He engaged that Jofeph 
fhould be exalted above his brethren, and all his father’s houfe. 
He foretold, that David fhould be himfelf feated on the throne 
of Ifrael; and afterwards {wore unto him, that of the fruit of 
his loins he would raife up the Mefliah to fit upon his throne. 
God alfo made new revelations to bad men, as well as to the god- 
ly ; to Pharaoh, to Balaam, to Jeroboam, to Jehu, to Ahaz, and 
Nebuchadnezzar, &c. 

But we who have now the whole Bible to dire& and fupport us, 
are not encouraged to expect or defire ew revelations ; but it is 
our duty to make ufe of the perfec? revelation which God has 
already made, and put into our hands: and I mutt infift upon 
it, that it is fo fulland perfect, that you cannot need any addition 
to it. 

The precepts of the Bible are fo plain and full, that if we have 
buta fingle eye to the divine glory, they will in all cafes be found 
a fuficient direCory, as to every branch of duty2 Indeed, had I 
ever fo much grace and {piritual underftanding, the Bible would 
xot tell me what will come to pafs next year, nor even what 
will take place tomorrow. It wili not teil me whether I fhall 
be rich or poor in futurity ; whether I thall continue in my pret= 
ent circumitances, or alter my outward condition within any lim. 
ited period: it will not inform me whether I {hall live long, or 
die foon; nor will it aflit me to predi& a thoufand events 
which my curiofity would like to know. But it’ will do that 
which is ten thoufand times better; it will direé me to be 
concerned, that whether I live, I may live to the Lord; or if I 
die, that I may die in the Lord ; it will teach me to acknowle 
edge God in all my ways, and encoufage meto catt allmycare up- 
on him ; it will tell me that my times are in his hands, and excite 
me to blefs the Lord at all times. It will not abfolutely inform 
me of what God will'do, as to any of my outward concerns 3 but 
it will affure me that if I ama chriftian indeed, he will deal well 


with me; he will furely do me good; and it will teach me, that 
Vol. II. » , as 
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asl know not what is good for me, of all that is before me, f 
ought, i in whatfoever {tate Lam, therewith to be content. Sure. 
ly it is such better for me to know what I ought to do to-day, 
than to know what will come to pafs to-morrow. I had much 
rather know the duties of one hour, and have a heart to do them, 
than have a revelation of all the future events of my life. Now 
I am thoroughly convinced of this important truth, which I dare 

confidently;affert and maintain, viz. That common fenfey a Bibl, 
and aright fpirit, will always informa chriflian what is prefont 
duty. They will not always direct him to aéion, becaufe his 


prefent duty may be patient waiting. ‘They will not inform him, : 


how he may certainly avoid a variety of troubles, (though they 
will probably aifiit him to efcape many difhiculties, with which he 
would otherwife meet) but they will teach him how to glorify 
God, by bearing all unavoidable troubles in a becoming manner. 

Thus alfo the fupports and confolations of the Bible will be 
found guite fuflicient for every chriftian in the foreft troubles. 
Place me in the worft fituation that ever a child of God was in, 


‘and let God only enable me truly to underftand and fully to reat: 
‘ize, what he has already faid, in his good old revelation, and I fhould 


have fupport and comfort enough ; I fhould need no new reves 
lation to make me eafy. By the op revelation, I mean the fcrip- 
tures in their original fenfe and meaning, underftood as faying 
nothing more to me than what they fay to all chriftians in the like 
circumflances 3 3 fo that every other “chriftian q would learn fuf the fame 
things from them which I do, if he had hut an equal meafure of fpirit- 
wal li ght.—By a NEW revelation, I intend all forts of impreffinos 
concerning fuppofed facts, not already difcovered in fcripture ; 
or concerning future events, not already foretold: whether thefe 
impreflions are made in the words of {cripture; or by any other 
words, ftrongly fixed onthe mind. If detached fentences of {crip- 
ture are made ule of, that makes the cafe none the better, unlefs 
the fenfe gathered from them was originally contained in the 
Bible. 

Perhaps you will ftand me out, that you have known fome 
fuch inftances of this fort of impreflions being fulfilled, that I 
can never perfuade you they are always delufive. Asto myfelf, 
I only fay, that I have no better opinion of the/e tales, than I have 
of tales concerning ghoffs and apparitions, I fhould not care to 
affirm, that no man, in any one in{ftance wh: atfoever, really faw 
an apparition; but I believe "that out of a hundred fuch 

tales, half of them are barefaced lies, and probably forty r-nine 
of the other half were merely the effea of a flrong imagination 5 
and if one in a hundred fhould be true, I do not with to experi- 
ence the truth of either kind of wonders myfelf: nor have I any 
more defiré to receive a true new revelation, than I have to res 
ceive a vilit from a real ghg?. 

However, 
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However, I muft be more pofitive in maintaining, that, fup- 
pofing them both to be real, there is no more token of grace in 
the one cafe than in the other. Indeed it is poflible that a new 
revelation, ifit were really made toa good man, might be attend- 
rd with the exercife of grace; and fo might his feeing an appari- 
tion. But it is certainly a far better.evidence of grace, for a man 
to bear up under trials, by means of fcriptural confolation, while 
he is uncertain of future events, than for him to be fupported 
and comforted by the certain foreknowledge of fome agrecable 
change in his outward circumftances. 

Suppofe you were in a ftate of poverty, and, being greatly 
diftreffed on that account, were to be relieved by an exprefs reve- 
lation, that fome diftant relation would foon die, and leave you a 
large fortune ; I think verily you would not have the opportuni- 
ty of exercifing fuch grace, and giving God fuch glory, as anoth- 
er perfon, who, though as poor and afflicted as yourfelf, fhould 
yet be compofed and refigned to the will of God, notwithftanding 
he had no expectation of any remarkable alteration of circumftan- 
ces in his favour ; but who fhould rely on the providence of God, 
to jupply him with abfolute neceflaries, fubmitting to his wifdom 
and fovereignty, and rejoicing that he had chofen the poor of this 
world, to be rich in faith, and heirs of his kingdom. 

I wifh you, my dear friend, to pray earneftly for more fpiritual 
underftanding of the good old revelation already made; be con- 
tent that the Bible has faid already, to all believers, enough to 
fupport them in the worlt diftreffes, and do not indulge a with 
to make it fay more than it has faid. There is much inftruction 
and confolation treafured up therein, with which we have as yet 
but a very imperfect acquaintance ; let us ftudy that ; leaving fe- 
cret things to the Lord, and being thankful that he has given us 
fuch an ample revelation of his holy will. 

Itis more flattering to /piritual pride to hold an immediate dia- 
logue with the Almighty, and to foretel our own future profperi- 
ty, and I know not what befides, than to ftudy the plain word ot 
God, and learn no more from it than what all our chriftian breth- 
ren might learn by the fame means : and indeed this tendency of 
fuch fort of impreffions is one great objection to them. But the 
other method is much more honourable to God, and to his written 
word, more favourable to the exercife of grace, and, in the iflue, 
more comfortable and fafe for ourfelves. At beft, I may be mif- 
taken as to thefe new revelations, but the old can never prove 
fale. If were unmarried, and defirous of changing my circum- 
ftances in life, a revelation of my certain fuccefs in courtthip 
might difappoint me ; but an affurance that God would perform 
thething that he had appointed for me, couldnot. If Iwerein pov- 
erty, a promife of riches might fail, but a promife that God will 
add all that is really needful, to them who feek firt the kingdom 
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of God and his righteoufnefs, cannot deceiveme. If I were uni 
der trials, an impreffion that they fhould have an end at a given 
period, might fail; but a promife that they fhall iffue, fome w ay 
or other, to the clory of God, and to my real welfare, cannot fail, 
for God has infured this to all them that love him, who have been 
called according to his purpofe. 

Since I was firlt acquainted with religion, I have known many 
inftances of the fad confequences of giving heed to émpul/es, both 
in thofe that I believe were truly gracious, , and j in others whom [ 
could not but fulpeét to be deftitute of divine grace. I have feen 
repeated inftances of perfons carried away by thefe impreffions, 
who have appeared, for a long time, exceedingly confident of the 
fulfilment of thefe imaginary promités, refpecting certain events 
which they defired ; but yet inftead of calmly waiting God’s 
time for their nn emp they have been fubject to the sof 
wiolent and diforderly fallies of paffion, upon any appearance of a 
dil: appointment ; even while they have profeffed to retain their 
confidence that God had indeed faid fuch and fuch things to 
them: a fad indication to me, that their faith in that particular, 
was not the gift of God. And when real Chriftians, as I verily 
believe, have for a while been drawn into fuch fnares, how have 
they been tempted to throw aWay all their experience, good and 
bad together, when events have taken place quite contrary to 
their expectation! JI wifhto ufe all poffible tendernefs in attempt- 
ing to rectify miftakes of this kind, but I have fometimes had 
caufe to repent not {peaking my mind more plainly and fully. 

I pray, therefore, my friend, that you may be contented with 
inquiring into prefent duty, and fatisfied with the ftores of confo- 
lation alre ady treafured up in the divine word, as the common 
ftock of the people of God. Perhaps you are ready to reply : 
Well, but then the Bible will not affure me to the contrary, but 
that I may be as poor as Job, oras Lazarus. Very true; it will 
not fecure you from any one affliction to which other believers 
are liable 3 but however as it aflures you the Lord will never fail 
you, nor forfake you; that he will caufe all things to work to- 
gether for your good; that though for the prefent, if need be, 
you may be in he: winels, through “manifold te mptations ; yet the 
trial of your faith, being more precious than that of sold which 
perifheth, though it be tried with fire, will be found to glory, and 
honour, and praife, at the appearing of Jefus Chrift ; you will, in 
the iffue, find caufe to fay this is enough : God has fpoken in his 
age and I will rejoice, fince he in all things fhall be glorified. 

ene you will take all my freedom in good part, I fubscribe 
ynyfe] yours, Fe. 
AGNOSTOS. 


P.S. The writer of the preceding letter, who has now revit 
ed it, would refer the reader, that may wilh more thoroughly 
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ne to invefligate the fubjeét, to Prefident Epwarns’s Treatife on the 

Affe Siens ¢ p- 77) 78 and 119—126, &e. 188, Sc. Edinburgh 

ly Edition, 1772. And to another work too lit tle known, written 

lL, = by the fame Author, entitled Thoughts on the Revival of Religion, 

Ln in New England, 1742. p. 133—140. All which partis omitted 
by Mr. Wefley in his abridgment, publifhed in 17 45) W hich ts in 

y & other inftances greatly mutilated : as particularly in the omitlion 

h of the illuftration of the nature of the work ina particular in- 

I : fiance, p. 35—-44. which account is very extraordinary: there is 

n room to conclude the perfon was Mrs. Sarah Edwards, the au- 

_— thor’s wife. 
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rT GILL, IN HER LAST ILLNESS 
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? 
F 2 
: : February 23, 177%. 
| MY DEAR SIR, 


CCEPT the laft token of my efteem for your per- 
—_ fonal worth, of my gratitude for the condefcending 
notices of your aflection, and of my thanks for thofe labours and 

4 fervices you h ~ performed for the caufe ot our holy religion. 

; Through the kind hands of my worthy friend, Mr. Haitfleys, 
I tranfmit you my dear father’s manufcripts, on Adts xill. 40, 41, 
and Phil. ii. 2, 21. leaving them entirely to your faithful care ; 
humbly begging, as they had not the retouches of his accurate 
hand, that you will very critically revife and ufher them into the 
world by a preface. 

From my dying pillow, I now, in all probability, take leave 
of my much valued correfpondent. To my bed have I been 
: confined near twelve painful weeks, and am brought to the duft 
é of death! Phyficians and friends have done their beft; but 
God has withheld his bleffing ! He is great, he is holy, he is wife 
® in all he does by me! And if through the infinite riches of his 
if free grace (that grace which was the {pring head of man’s ree 
demption) the infinite value of a dying Saviour’s atonement and 
purchafe, my horrid, guilty, wretched foul be pardoned, juftified 
@ and cleanfed ; then, my dear, my refpectable Sir, we thall, J 
— truft, meet bifore the throne of God and the Lamb, there come 
mence an acquaintance free from all alloy, or finful imperfection, 
Be But, O the blifs of blifs will be to be admitted toa view of in- 
: finite perfection, as it will forever appear through the perfon fs 
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the adorable Jefus. To have our whole minds conformed to his 
likenefs, and to be ufed by the blefled God as mediums through 
which his glory thall thine to eternal ages! Methinks 1 long for 
that period, when we fhall join the general anthem of ali the 
heavenly choir, in low, but exalting prottration, and afcribe bleff- 
ing, and honour, and glory, might and dominion, and all our 
perional and collective bleflednefs to God and to the Lamb, for- 
ever and ever ! Amen and amen. 

{ am expecting a call into the invifible world, that unknown 
region! ‘he profpect is grand,awful and all important! and fome- 
times J asa ail amazement.’ Ihave no hope in any thing, but 
the value of the Redeemer’s blood, and the free mercy of a God, 
who is jult, even when he jultifies the vileft of finners on the fole 
account of that prop‘tiation ! 

O Six, let a giorious Chrilt in his whole chara&er, im all his 
mediatorial glories, be more and more the fubject of your preach 
ing. And may you win many fouls to him. 

l'arewell, dear Sir, fare you well ir time and in eternity. I 
beg leave to commend the religion of Chrift to all your children. 
May they be faved in the day of the Lord Jefus. 

Your dying friend, 
SARAH CILL. 
To the Rev. Dr. Erfrine. 
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From PASCAL to FULIA. 
LETTER Xil. 


5S soi to the true knowledge of God, and ourfelves, 
A“ my dear Julia, is it important to a life of devotion 
that we keep in remembrance, that it is only through the name, 
and merit of our Lord Jefus Chrift that all our petitions are to 
be prefented before the throne of grace. ‘Through him,” fays 
the apoftle, “‘ we both, that is, believing Jews and Gentiles, all 
true chfiftiazns, have accefs by one fpirit unto the Father.” 
As finners, we are caft out into the open field, wallowing in our 
blood. Weare inarms againft our lawful Sovereign. The heav- 
ens are incenfed againit us, and the elements wait to deftroy us. 
An infuperabie partition wall feparates between God and us, 
interrupting all accefs to his favourable prefence. ‘The flaming 
{word of the law keeps us at a diflance. And the herald, who 
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precedes the approaching judge, pronounces nothing, but w:, 
ao, we. The Socinians teil us of the efficacy of repentance, 
and its certain acceptability, for its own fake, before the divine 
tribunal. But this they learn, not out of the {criptures, but from 
the crude digeft, of their own impious philofophy. “here is no 
evidence that there would have been a penitent feeling in any 
human boiom, had it not been for the atonement of Chrilt. 

We feem to be affured of the oppolite, for we are exprefsly 
told, that ** He is exalted as a Prince and a Saviour to grant 
repentance unto Ifrael and remiflion of fins.” Repentance then 
is itfelf a fruit of the Redeemer’s work. But fuppoie it were 
not, and yet exifted in the finner’s heart, it would be only that 
holy temper in an imperfect degree, which the law requires 3 
and could make no reparation for the injury done to God, and 
the intelligent univerfe, by fin. However humiliating or threat- 
ening it may be, it were wifer to admit the truth as the fcripture 
teaches it. In the Bible we learn that Chrilt is the way, the truth, 
and the life ; that there is no other name under heaven given 
among men whereby they can be faved ; that the prayers of the 
faithful are all to be offered in his name ; and that they are ac- 
ceptable only through his merits. Says this blefled Redeemer, 
‘Cand whatfoever ye fhall afk in my xame, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son.” Again, “ hitherto have 
ye afked nothing in my mame, atk and ye thallreceive, that your 
joy may be full, at that day ye fhall afk in my mame 3 and I fay 
unto you, that I will pray the Father for you.” And fays Paul, 
‘¢« And whatfoever ye do in word or deed, do allin the name of the 
Lord Fefus, giving thanks to God, and the Father by him.” 
Nothing is more congenial to the feelings of the chriftian, than 
this doérine ; and this fole way of accefs to the mercy feat! 
But what is it to pray in the name of Chrift ? It muft be for his 
fake, with exclufive reliance upon him, counting upon his mefit 
only, and refting our hope of acceptance in him ; juft as if 
knowing myfelf to have been a rebel in a civil government, and 
juitly under fentence of death, I fhould bring my petition to the king 
for pardon, intirely in the name, and for the fake ofa beloved 
fon ; who had efpoufed my caufe, took me into particular union 
to himfelf, whom his father delighted to honour, and for whofe 
fake he declared himfelf ready to pardon every fuch humble 
petitioner, in whofe behalf his fon might be inclined to interpofe. 
Let us then, my dear friend, in all our prayers keep this impor- 
tant confideration in our view. Let us prefent all our petitions 
before the mercy feat as united to Chrift, for his fake, and through 
hisname. Then, vile and polluted as we are in ourfelves, we may 

ve confidence, and know that we are accepted in the beloved. 

I am with perpetual regard for your felicity, 

Yours, &c. 
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32 Answer toa Ruestion, page 110, vol. 1. 
For the Massacavserrs Misstonarr Macazin2. 
MESSRS. EDITORS, 


| T page tro of the Magazine an anecdote of a ne- 

gro fervant terminates with a query, which the 

writer of this, hoped to have feen anfwered by fome one of your 

ingenious correfpondents, but has been difappointed. To,this 

difappointment is owing his attempt to anfwér the query. The 
fubitance ot the anecdote is as follows : 

A. refpectable gentleman, with the remains of his family con- 
filting of two young fons, and Peter, a negro fervant, having 
embarked at the Ealt-Indies for London, they anchored, after 
having performed the greater part of the paffage, at no great 
diftance from the {h:p Commodore, which they difcovered at an- 
chor ; on board ot which the gentleman had certain affairs to 
tranfactt. Accordingly he entered a boat to go to the Commo- 
dore, at the fame time charging his fervant, Peter, to be faith- 
fully attentive to his fons. 

Soon after his departure, a violent ftorm arofe, which redu- 
ced ihe fhip to the molt imminent danger of going to the bottom. 
In this extremity, the captain gave command to let down the 
boat, and the fhipmen immediately committed themfelves to 
her protection. Peter, and the two lads were ftill in the finking 
fhip ; nor was the boat capable of receiving them all. Either 
Peter or the lads muft tay behind and perifh with the fhip. Peter 
was called upon to decide on the interefting queftion, who im- 
mediately decided in favour of the lads, and with promptitude 
and calmnefs committed them to the boat, and for his laft words, 
faid, * Telly my maffer, Peter done his duty”? This is the anec- 
dote. The query is whether the conduct of Peter’bejuftifiable? If 
it be, on what principles ? 

This queftion, it is conceived, admits of a conditional anfwer 
only. The conduct of Peter might zot have been juftifiable ; and 
yet it might have been juftifiable. Exifting circumftances mult de- 
termine the queflion. What was the chara¢ter of the lads under 
confideration? Were they young villians? Had they juft been 
making arrangements for carrying into execution fome infernal 
deed of darknefs, fuch for example, as the maffacre of the 
Commodore’s crew ? Was Peter apprized of their defign, and 
perfuaded that if their lives were continued, they would carry it 
into effect ? If fuch were the exifting circumftances, Peter’s cone 
duct in facrificing his own lifeto preferve theirs cannot be juftified. 
He did not do his duty. 

Were the lads under confideration wafting away by an incur- 
able difeafe, which was likely foon to terminate their temporal 
exiltence ? Was ghis evident to the mind of Peter? Or were 
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they in any other fituation of body, or in any ftate of mind 
which would, in all reafonabie probability, render them entirely, 
or in a great meafure, ufelefs to their fellow-men, and a burden 
to themifelves? And was this apparent to the view of Peter ? 
if fuch were the exifting circumftances, Peter’s conduct in faving 
their lives at the expenfe of his own, cannot be jultified. He 
did not do his duty. Nor did Peter do his duty in giving up 
his own life for the fake of faving the lives ot his matter’s fons, 
in cafe he had fatisfactopy evidence that the prefervation of his 
own life would be prédttétive of more good to fociety, than the 
prefervation of theirs. Nor, in fine, can Peter’s conduct be 
jultified, if he were influenced by no better motive than the love 
of popular fame, or by a hope of tranfmitting his name to the 
admiration of pofterity. 

But if the ladsin queftion were poflefled of amiable endow- 
ments of mind and of heart ; if they were pofletied of talents 
calculated to render them eminently ufeful in fociety ; if there 
were a reaionable profpect, fhould their lives be faved, that they 
would employ their talents to ufeful purpofes; or, admitting 
that each of thefe lads were equal to Peter in point of worth and 
excellency of character, or even admitting that their uated worth 
and excellency, was fuperior to the worth and excellency of Pe- 
ter, and therefore, that in their united capacity they would be 
likely, if their lives were faved, to be more uleful in the world 
than Peter. If fuch were the exilting circumftances, and in 
view of them, Peter was led to prefer their lives 10 his own life ; 
in this cafe, it is believed that his conduct was not merely julti- 
fiable, but in a high degree heroic, magnanimous, and difinter- 
elted ; and therefore deferving of a high degree of praife. 

And now, reader, as Peter, according to the latter fuppofie 
tions, performed an a@ of duty, in freely facrificing his own life 
for the fake of preferving the lives of two of his fellow-creatures, 
what wouldft thou have done, hadit thou been in his fituation? 
Would’ft thou have acted a like part 2? What thinkeft thou? 


Norfolk, March, 1804. NORVILLE. 
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A LETTER FROM A PERSON IN GENESSEE 
COUNTRY, TO HIS BROTHER IN CONNECTICUT. 














Bloomfield, April, 1799. 
DEAR BROTHER, 
HAVE felt a great freedom for feveral weeks to 
write youa letter. You muft not expect {uch a come 


=o as heretofore ; but what I fhall now advance, will, 
ol, II. x 
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I hope, and pray, call up your attention to things of infinite im. 
portance, both to your and my everlafting welfare. And here, 


J call you for an evidence ggain{t me and my conduét for three 


or four of the laft years I lived in Gofhen. You are a witnefs of 
my {pite and enmity againft the Calviniltic doGrines, and of my 
endeavours to overthrow them, which do¢trines, [ zow firmly be- 
lieve to be founded on the bible, and to be the eternal truth of 
the only living and true God! This is the faith which | feel 
myfeif bound to fupport by my teftimony, and for which I am 
to contend the more earneftly, becaufe for ten years paft I have 
ufed every art, with the afliftance of the prince of darknefs, to de- 
ftroy it. There is a large number of Prefbyterian and Baptift 
chriftians about here. ‘There have been many hopefully con- 
verted this winter. Thefe appear to be united in their purfuit, 
and to have but one mind, even the fame, in a degree, that was 
in Chriff. They appear to be humble, each elteeming others 
better than themfelves. By thus loving one another as God, 
for Chrif?’s fake, has loved them, and in honour preferring one 
another with all humility and meeknefs and true wifdom. They 

ive evidence that they have pafled from death unto life, and 
are the difciples of Chrif?. For this is the meffage which ye have 
heard from the beginning, that we fhould love one another. Againk 
thefe images of Chritt was my fpirit exafperated to the highef 
pitch. I will now tell you what fed and fupported it thefe three 
years; and by what power and means it was all taken away, 
About three years ago the Methodifts came and fet up preach- 
ing about three miles diftant. I went to hear them, as did ma- 
ny others. But they all fell away, four or five excepted, and 
thefe do not profefs to have faving grace. However, I continu- 
ed with them till the middle of this winter. I ever contended, 
that they were right, and all others were wrong, particularly the 
Congregationalifts. I was afked by a Baptilt, who ufed to call 
upon me frequently, what I thought of the Methodifts ? I told 
bim I had underftood the plan they went upon for a number of 
years, fo that they had not given me one new idea about it, and 
that I had not one doubt, yea, was certain that they were entirely 
right. I had no thought that I could goto a place of happinefs 
unlefs my heart was changed ; but I fuppofed God was obliged 
to change it, by his promife, if I did the beft I could. On this 
account, I have been quarreling with God thefe ten years, be- 
caufe he was not as good as his word, as 1 fuppofed. In the 
fore part of the winter, we had two congregational preachers al- 
ternately among us, and I attended with a view to confute them. 
They were powerful preachers, and my enmity was exafperated 
in proportion. But a fermon preached by one of them, from 
thefe words: ‘* The weapons of our warfare are not carnal ; but 


mighty through God,” &c. had a wonderful effect. upon _ 
he 

















we 


Lan, 


En: 
Pe 
ce 





Letter to a Brother. 85 


he fermon was preached with great meeknefs and tendernefs, 


jut audible enough to be heard by the people in two rooms, and 


about two hundred in number ; but every word feemed directed 
tome. Here I was completely {tripped of every thing I had 
fortified myfelf with before, and felt myfelf expofed to the juftice 
of God every moment. I went home curfing my heart for de- 
ceiving me fo, and for fuppofing I had done fomething to recom- 
mend me to God. It was mow that God began to let me fee a 


little of my own heart. I was exafperated againft thofe preach-' 


ers in a particular manner ; and feveral others alfo who came 
moft in my way, toa very alarming degree. So that fome were 
afraid of me for fear I fhould kill them. For about twenty-four 
hours, or nearer two days and one night, I was exceeding!y dif- 
trefled with {pite and enmity againft the prefbyterian chriftians ; 
and in a very particular manner againft my wife, who had been 
a chriftian about five years. I ufed my utmoft endeavour to 
fhake it off, by reafoning the cafe with myfelf; frequently wifh- 
ing that I might die, to know the wort of my cafe. I finally 
determined to turn my wife out of doors, and put out my chil- 
dren or turn them upon the world, and make as great a flaughter 
and deftruction with every thing 1 had, asI could; and then go 
into the wildernefs where never man had been, if I could find 
fuch a place, and there die and go to hell! If I could have bad 
the {ame power that Saul had, and the law on my fide as he had ; 
which many times I wifhed was the cafe, I fhould have gone as 
far ashe did. 1 was fanning grain in my barn between day-light 
and dark, when I made this laft and defperate refolution. When 
in the {pace of a few minutes, I felt the burden remove, which 
occafioned a joy and trembling of heart, that fhook my whole 
body, and the tears, which the hard hand of adverfity had fcarce- 
ly at any time farted, now flowed fpontaneoufly down into the 
fan ; while I wrung my hands and prayed to the Lord, to know 
what he would have me to do; and that he would forgive my 
fins, which now appeared to be infinitely great and odious, and 
to be rolling away from me. My mind was now turned to my 
wife whom I had injured greatly, and ufed moft barbaroufly on 
account of her religion. She now appeared a different object. 
I left the barn, and how I got out I am infenfible; but remem- 
ber walking very quick to the houfe and feeming not to bear 
half my weight on the ground, and when I opened the door, fhe 
was the firlt objec that met my eye, and a lovelier one I never 
faw. I wanted to fall at her feet and beg her pardon for perfe- 
cuting her religion, and every body elfe 1 had injured. But I 
was prevented making any immediate acknowledgments to my 
wife, on account of extraordinary company then at my houfe. 
She perceived a great alteration in me, and knew not what to 
make of it; but fays fhe never faw any perfon look fo poe 
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I felt fo, but did not intend fhe fhould know how T felt till E 
could get her alone, where I could pour out my foul into her 
bofom. This foon happened, when fhe afkei what the mat- 
ter was, as he perceived a very great alteration? | told her to be 
of good cheer, for 1 never fhould perfecute her any more for re- 
ligion, nor any body elie; for I had got a new heart and mind, 
and fuch an one as could not be from any thing fhort of Al- 
mighty power, and the free unmerited grace of God ; andthus I 
have continued till this time, a monument of the infinite, unmer- 
ited, pardoning mercy of God, and a witnefs that it is wholly of 
him for Chrili’s fake. 
REMARKS. 

[This remarkable inftance, difplaying the power and riches of 
divine grace, exhibits a ftriking practical comment on this hum- 
bling doétrine, clearly taught us in the fcriptures : viz. that 
there is nothing {piritually good in a man until he is renewed 
by the Holy Gholt. So far from his, it teaches us that the 
whole heart is oppofed to God, until the bleffed moment, when 
he is pleafed to {often it by the power of his grace. It teaches 
us, that fo long as man remains in his natural ftate, or is under 


‘the dominion of that carnal mind which is enmity againft God, 


(for without faith it is impoffible to pleafe him) that he can do 
nothing to bring God under the leaft obligation to beftow con- 
verting grace upon him; but that he lies entirely at the difpofal 
of fovereign mercy. How awfully was the enmity of this man 
excited ? Its higheft pitch was the very time it pleafed God, by 
the power of the Holy Gholt, to melt his obdurate heart! It is 
extremely humbling, that we fhould a// poffefs by nature fuch an 
infinitely criminal difpofition towards the bleffled God. But we 
muft know, and difcover the plague of our own hearts, in order 
to apply the remedy. For, they that are whole need not a phyfictany 
but they that are fick. 

I received a line the other day from a perfon in the town of 
Union, which, if you think proper, it might be inferted in the 
Magazine, fomething in the following manner. 


TO ONE OF OUR MISSIONARIES. 


Dear Sir—Vaving juft returned from conference, I fet down 
to write you fome good news. There feems to be an uncommon 
attention to religion here, efpecially among the young people. 
Some we hope have pafled from death unto life, though not vifi- 
bly to themfelves. We have had a full conference to-day from 
almoft all parts of thetown. I think that Chrift’s promife, to be 
where two or three are gathered together in his name, was in 
fome meafure made good to us. For your encouragement in your 
laborious work, I would obferve, that moft, if not all that are 
—— us, aicribe it to the biefling of God upon your 
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jabour of love among us. But ftop; give God the glory! 
Mr. {aid that he believed, that both he and his family, 
would have reafon to blefs God forever, for fending you to this 
place. He frankly confefled, that you, as a fon of thunder, 
roufed him from his drowfinefs. His fecond daughter, Mrs. 
Mr. and wife, J. M. Mr. and wife, and Mrs. E 
are all under conviction. Mrs. exhibits fome evidence, and 
Mr. is much more engaged. We want you here; at leaf 
Jet us have your prayers. 


DiftriG of Maine, February 29, 1804. 
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For the Massacauserrs Missionary MacGazine. 








A REMARKABLE INSTANCE OF DIVINE 
POWER AND GRACE IN THE CONVERSION 
OF A YOUNG LADY. 


HE was of a reputable family, and was favoured with 

a good education ; in her perfon comely, and in her 

manners engaging. Her abilities were fuch as excited the ef- 

teem of her acquaintance, and her natural difpofition was un- 

ufually kind and amiable ; fo that fhe endeared herfelf to all who 

knew her. She fenfibly felt another’s wo, and was happy in 

adminiftering relief, when it was in her power. She, however, 

lived a ftranger to God and experimental religion, till fhe was 
vifited with a heétic, which, after a while, terminated her life. 

A little before fhe left the world, God was pleafed to open 
her eyes to fee that fhe was finful and loft, being under a juft 
condemnation for fin. Being called to véfit her on the day fhe 
died, on entering the room, | afked her if fhe-had any thing in 
particular to fay : fhe faid ** Yes ; my mind is greatly diftrefl- 
ed.” She was told there was confolation in Chrift, and an all- 
fufficiency for the greateft finner that believes; faid fhe was fen- 
fible of it, but was afraid fhe had no intereft in that glorious 
Saviour. She remained in this diftreffed ftate, till about ten 
o’clock; then looking round on the family, and feeing them 
much affected, fhe afked them why they were thus affected? 
Said fhe, * Do you think I am going into eternity ? O do fend 
for Mr. to pray with me.” Till he came her diftrefs in- 
crealed. She would often break out in thefe words: “ O Lord 
Jefus Chrift, have mercy on me.” 

She was afked many queftions relative to the ftate of her 
mind by the minifter. He then afked her what he fhould pray 
tor? She told him, “ that the might be interefted in Chysft.” 
After he had prayed with her, and converfed a little moté,~the 
appeared 
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appeared to be almoft fpent, and faid fhe would try to go te 
fleep and fee if it would not compofe her a little. I then left 
her till about three o’clock, when vifiting her again I found her 
more agitatedthan ever. After fitting by her a while, I left the 
room, but foon returning, found her mind greatly altered, and 
her diltrefs gone. She made this exclamation. ‘ Sweet Jefus! 
Sweet Jelus! Now lam happy: now lam happy. Send for 
my friends, and let them rejoice with me.”? She had fomething 
particular to fay toeach one. I was not then prefent, but being 
foon fent for by her defire ; when I came fhe faid to me, “ O 
rejoice with me, for J feel beautifully. The burden is gone off, 
and now I am happy ; fefus will accept me, and I fhall be par- 
doned : Oh the infinite riches of free grace! Oh the joys of 
heaven, the glories of that delightful place! Not for ten thou- 
fand thoutand worlds would I come back.”’ 

She was afked what made heaven delightful. She anfwered, 
the prefence of God and Chrift, faints and angels, and fin for- 
ever banifhed. She begged all prefent to live a life of religion, 
and to devote themlelves to the fervice of God. | 

She obferved, if-her fieknefs and death, did but work for the 
good of her friends, fhe was willing to fuffer all that fhe did, 
and tentimes more. ‘* Oh,” faid fhe, “ the beauties of religion ! 
I never knew what happinefs was before ; I knew nothing but 
the zame, but now I hope I fee/ it.” She appeared to have a 
great fenfe of the grace of God, and of the evil of fin. She 
continued in this frame, only now and then a cloud came over 
ber mind, till fhe expired. 

A few moments before her exit fhe looked upon me and faid, 
« O, I fuffer a great deal, but not fo much as I deferve; and 
though I am fo great a finner, my Jefus will receive me.’’ She 
then died without a figh, {truggle, or groan, about eight o’clock 
in the evening, in the 23d year of her age. 

By the foregoing we are taught, that no natural endowments 
and acquirements, qualify perfons for the enjoyment of God and 
the employments of heaven. A perfon may be amiable in dif- 
pofition, agreeable to friends, and a ufeful member of fociety, 
and at the fame time a ftranger to God, and to the power and 
pleafure of religion. Without holinefs no man fhall or can fee 
the Lord. It is very neceilary to falvation, that every one be 
convinced of fin, of his ruined fituation by nature, and renewed 
in the {pirit of his mind by the fpecial operation of the Holy Spirit. 

‘his brings every one who is the fubject of it to fee that he is 
a great finner, however regular his external conduct may have 
been ; that fin ts exceeding finful, in that it is againft an infinitely 
holy God, his holy law, and the great interelts of his kingdom. 
The effectual operations of the Spirit, brings every fubject of 
thefe operations to admire the free grace of God in Jefus oe 
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and to depend upon him alone for falvation,,and to take delight 
in God, and in his fesvice. 

Alfo, we fee that God may exercife his faving mercy jut he. 
fore the clofe of human life, and. when he.does, we have-teafon 
to think that it is made manifeft.. It was manifefted by the thief 
on the crofs by what he faid. And in the initance before us, the 
declared what God had done for her foul. 

God having mercy on fome, at a late hour, does not make it 
certain that he will have mercy on others. It is prefumption for 
any one to continue in fin, with ahope that God will have mercy 
on him on a fick and dying bed. For we have reaion to believe 
that fuch inftances are few. There are but few, who have lived 
a life of fin, who give good evidence of fuch a change on a 
dying bed. 

What has been laid before us in this'paper affords encourage- 
ment to all on a fick bed to fubmit themfelves to God, and to 
hope in his mercy. For all fuch find deliverance and peace. 

Let the young renounce the finful pleafures of youth,; and 
feck thofe, which come from God alone., This is the one thing 
needful. This is the good part, which fhall never be taken away. 
This makes us happy in life, and bleffed in death. Bleifed are 
the dead, who die in the Lord. 
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Pfalm 127: 3. Linens babe, I now receive thee 
From thy Maker's bounteous hand, 

Prov. 20, 7. With his precious grace I leave thee, 
Mayeft thou in his favour ftand. 


Gen. 33: 13. Weak and helplefs, young and tender, 

1 Chron. 22:5. Thou’rt committed, to my.care ; 
While my thanks to God I render, 
Thou a parent's love fhait fhare. 


Pfalm 51: 5. Bornin fin, in fin conceived, 

1 Peters: 8. Satam would deftroy thy foul ; 
But by this my. fear’s relieveds 

Lukerr:22. Grace.can fatan’s wiles contraul. 


Pfalm 110: 3. God’s free Spirit in a twinkling, 
Can difplay refiftlels power, 
Meb.12: 24. Can.apply ‘On blood of {prinkling,y 


i Pet. 1: 2 And thy ruin’d fate reftore. . . 


Thee a gracious God has lent -mey 

For thy precious foul E feel ;. 
Luke 2:42, Back to God k now prefent thee, 
Rom. 4:11. To regaive a holy:feah | 


‘This 





tse 








































40 Infant Dedication. 


This fhall feal the cov’nant to me 

In whica God has thus agreed, 
Gen. 17: 7,10. “ I will be a God both to thee, 

“ And a God unto thy feed.” 


Gen. 17: I. Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

18:19. If I truly faithful be, 

22:17. Stand engag’d, through Jefus’ merit, 
Ifai. 44: 3. To beftow tree grace on thee. 
Gen. 26:45.  Blefled cov’nant, what extenfion ! 
Rom. 5:20. Grace abounding over fin! 

O the glorious condefcenfion, 

Mark 10:14. Thus to take our infants in ! 


Acts 16: 15,33. Still no caufe we find to fever 
Parents from their children dear ; 
2:39. Both united ftill together 
Pfalm 37:26. In the gracious promife fhare. 


Gen.17:11. Of God’s cov’nant as the token, 
Abr’am’s fons were circumcis’d ; 
9v. Ifthe cov’nant be not broken, 
14 v. Infants now may be baptiz’d. 


Rom.t1:16—25. ’Twas the olive once did nourifh 
Jews, rejected now for {fin ; 
On the fame the Gentiles flourith 
Now through faith ingrafted in. 
Luke 18:15, If believers for their offspring 
16. Then had heav’nly bleflings feal’d, 
Thus believers are in nothing 
From fuch bleffings now withheld. 


Jews the olive’s fap and {weetnefs 
Rom.11:17. Did enjoy for Jefus’ fake, 

Of its precious root and fatnefs 

Holy Gentiles {till partake. 


aCor. 7:14. Children ftill are holy named 
From the parent, who believes ; 
Surely then we muft be blamed, 

Matth. 19: 14 If we flight, when Chrift receives. 


Gen..17: 14. Hearing what the word has told me, 
with Precious babe, a call I find 

Acts 2: 39 In the arms of faith to hold thee 

& Rom. 11: 17. To receive the feal defign’d. 


' O for grace to make me careful 
Eph. 6 : 4. All my duty to difcharge ; 
; Humble I fhall be, and prayerful, 
: we 29 °3% se ahs Lord my heart enlarge. 


Deu. 6 : 7. Daily I would be inftilling 
5: 29. Heav'nly truths into thy mind ; 
Eccle.11: 6. If a gracious God be willing, 
Thete thy heart at length fhall find. 


Prov.19: 18. Sharp corrections, if required, 
22: 15. For thy failings thou mutt feel, 
23:13, x4. To promote the end defired, 
29:17. And preferve thy foul from hell. 


P Still with God’s free grace I leave thee, 
Eph. 2: 8 9. When my duty all is done, 
His free grace alone muft fave thee, 
: For the fake of Chriff his Son, 
Aug. 22, 1862, ZURICS.- 








